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CHRISTOPHER ECCLESTON: Today’s date is October 11, 2001. The 


time is 9:57. My name is Christopher Eccleston of the Fire Department 
of the City of New York. I’m conducting and interview with the 


following individual. Please state your name, title, rank, and assigned 


command area of the Fire Department of the City of New York regarding 
the events of September 11”, 2001. 


PASQUALE FELITTI: My name is Pasquale Felitti, I’m an EMT assigned 


to EMS Battalion 4. 
Q: Were you assigned to the World Trade Center disaster on 


September 117, 2001? 


A: Yes. 

Q: En route to this call, what did you see? 

A: You could see the North Tower with a big hole in the side of 
it. It was kind of chaotic, people running away from it. 

Q: When you arrived on the scene, where did you park your 
vehicle? 

A: Parked in between Fulton and Dey street on Church Street. 

Q: Can you indicate on the map we provided for you with a 1, 


the location where you were? Okay? And what vehicle were you in? 


A: Vehicle 108. 


Q: Vehicle 108, okay. When you arrived there, did any 


Civilians report anything to you? 
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A: No, they just kind pointed us over to another EMS crew where 
there was people hurt. 
Q: Whom did you first report to when you arrived? 
A: When we first got there, we didn’t report to anybody, there 
was no one there. It was us, a New York Downtown unit, 4 Henry was on 


the scene, and 1 Adam. We went over to medic unit, the Downtown unit, 


and we helped out over there. When the second plane hit, me and my 


partner were separated. I wound up going with Lt. Melarango towards the 


South tower to get people out. We didn’t go into it but towards there. 
My partner went with a cop who led him over to a church. There were 
patients over there. We got separated until the following day. 
Q: Okay, what time approximately did you arrive on the scene? 
A: We were coming out of New York downtown hospital when the 


first plane hit. I think we were actually 98. 


Q: So the first plane crashed in at 9:06. So it was shortly 
after that? 


A: Yeah, right away. Right after the first plane hit. 


Q: 8:48, so you arrived shortly after that? Okay, I’m sorry. 


What did you do between the time the first plane hit and the second 


plane hit? 
A: We were treating the ambulatory patients. Whoever was left 
in the area after walking wounded, we just picked up, put them in 


a bus and got them out of there. 
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Q: Then you said after the second plane hit you went 


somewhere with Lieutenant...? 


A: Melarango 
Q: Where did you go? 
A: Towards the south tower, which was just hit. We came in 


between building 5 and building 4. Cause people were coming out. We 


were just directing traffic. Telling them “walk that way”, up towards 


Church Street, Dey Street, over ther 
Q: What did you do once you got over there? 


A: Just directed traffic and stuff. That was after the second 


plane hit. Then they sent me back to go find my partner. When I came 


back, me and (inaudible) wer separated, so I wound up moving the 


vehicle around to the staging area, which was Vesey and West Street. 


Q: Okay, so just indicate on the map with a number 2, where you 


moved the vehicle to? 


A: Okay, I never actually got to Vesey street. I was blocked 


by fire apparatus on the Westside Highway. 


Q: So you never entered any of the World Trade Center 
buildings? 
A: No, we didn’t go into them. 


Q: What happened after you got over to Vesey and West? 
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A: I was at the first triage center, which is on the corner of 
West and Vesey Street. I was with Mike D'Angelo, who is one of the 


communications guys that was there. I was triaging over there, when the 


first tower started to collapse. When the South Tower collapsed, we 
evacuated up Vesey Street towards Fulton. Yeah, when the first tower 
went down, we were right on Vesey Street. 


Q: And what did you do in between the time when the first tower 


collapsed and the second tower? 


A: Just re-grouped, there was a lot of dust, you know, a lot of 
people walking around. They started to set up a triage in a second 
building in between Vesey and Murray Street, around that area. A 
fireman was complaining of back pain. He said he was hit by debris and 
stuff that was falling from the first one. So as we started to triage 
him, it was awhile after the first building fell, they were like an hour 
apart, so I guess it was about 15 or 20 minutes after the first one fell 


that he made his way out to us. As we were assesing him, he said the 


second building was starting to fall. So me and, I forget the guys 
name, me and a MetroCare paramedic, we put him into a St. Luke’s 
ambulance that was running, and we transported him to St. Vincent’s 
Hospital. That was after the second building collapsed. His injuries 
were--he had broken ribs. We think it was a punctured lung because he 
had no lung sounds on the right side. So we transported him to 21 after 
the second building collapsed. 


Q: You weren’t with the St. Luke’s crew? 
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A: No, the St. Luke’s Crew wasn’t there, they left the bus 


running. Cause what happened when the first building collapsed, the 


Lieutenants and stuff along the side on Vesey Street said take any 
ambulance that’s running and move it. So people moving them. We got 
the patient. There was a St. Lukes bus there. It was running. So we 


just loaded him up and took off. 


Q: Who is the person you were with? 

A: It was myself. I was driving, and the paramedic from 
MetroCare. Paul, I think his name was. 

Q: Okay. Do you know approximately what time this was? This 


was after the Second Tower? 


A: After the Second Collapse. 
Q: Okay, the Second Tower collapsed at 10:29. 
A: Between 10:30 and 10:40 is when we left. Cause there was 


still dust everywhere. You couldn’t see where you were going. 


Q: Okay, and you brought this patient to hospital...? 

A: 21, St. Vincent’s. 

Q: Okay, and from St. Vincent’s? 

A: From St. Vincent’s we went back down to the Chelsea Pier’s 


staging. That’s where they had all the ambulances staging. 
Q: Do you know about what time you got back to Chelsea Piers? 


A: Probably between 10:45 and 11:00, give or take. 
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Q: Okay. 
A: Yeah, around that time. 
Ox Okay, and what did you do after you got to the Chelsea 
station? 
A: I reported to the Lieutenant there, I forget who it was. I 


told him I was half crew. We wound up taking a group of doctors from 
there to South Street, the ferry where they had set up another triage 
area. So me and a guy from the Bronx, who was just one of the vehicle 
movers or something like that. Me and him took the doctors over to the 


ferry. They sent--they left me over there. That’s where I spent the 


remainder of the day from there from about 11:00 to 4 or 5 in the 


afternoon. 

Q: And what did you see over at the triage area? 

A: At the triage they did—walking wounded. I think they 
brought in a couple of firemen and police officers. Stuff like that. 


Not much came through there. Yeah firefighters and some police. 


Q: Do you remember what any of their names were? 
A: No, I don’t remember. 
Q: Okay, that’s fine. Is there anything else you would like to 


tell me about the events that happened up until approximately 12 noon on 
this day? 


A: Not much, I mean, I think we did triage a little too close 


to the actual MCI. I mean, nobody knew the building was gonna fall like 


that, but, I mean, I think the engineers or somebody should have gotten 


there faster keep the firemen out. Like they 
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said on the news about the jet fuel, it burns at 3,000 degrees or 


something. I mean, no on ver expected something like this, so you 


can’t say the Fire Department got caught without their pants. 


QO: Did you make any radio communications during this time that 


would be important for us to know about? 


A: Just that we were transporting one to St. Vincent’s. 

Q: Okay, anything else that you would like to add? 

A: No. 

Q: Okay, I thank you very much for having this interview with 


me. This interview is concluded at 10:06 AM. The counter on the 


cassette player is 169. 


